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Annex 1: Introduction

Over 400 delegates from some 60 countries and international organizations, including the United Nations and the World Bank, gathered at the Dead Sea in Jordan on July 18-19, 2005 to review progress and lessons learned from donor-financed reconstruction activities in Iraq. 
UNAMI Public Information Office helped the Jordanian Ministry of Planning (MoP) expand the event’s coverage to international media. Prior to the gathering, a media advisory was issued on the 10th of July.  In an effort aiming at promoting United Nations activities in and for Iraq, most of UN agencies displayed various materials such as reports, brochures, maps, newsletters and posters. These exhibits generated a significant interest among the delegates and media present at the Dead Sea meeting. It was often used as a background for many TV interviews.

In addition to the two joint press releases, issued by UNAMI PIO, a number of TV, Radio and telephone interviews were granted by DSRSG De Mistura, Mr Bistrat Aklilu, Executive Coordinator of United Nations Development Group Iraq Trust Fund, Ms. Carina Perelli, Director of Electoral Assistance Division UN/HQ, Ms. Naeema Al-Gasser , Country Director of WHO Iraq, and Mr Paolo Lembo, Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator.
The event received a substantial coverage across the national, regional and international media. Over 40 media outlets representatives attended the opening session ceremony and reported on the event:  at least 16 international Iraqi and over 25 local and regional. The 4the Donor Committee meeting drew considerable media attention to the extent that its tracking was beyond the capacity of UNAMI  Public information office. Therefore, this report is far from being exhaustive. 

Annex 2 : Media Sign-in sheet at the Fourth Donor Committee Meeting Of the IRFFI, Dead Sea, Jordan – July 18-19, 2005 
The international media sign-in sheet
	Name & Title
	Media
	Cell Phone
	E-Mail

	Hans Rabah
	Reuters TV
	079 552 6952
	hansrabah@hotmail.com

	Mohammad Ramahi
	Reuters TV
	079 552 6952
	Mohamad-Ramahi@hotmail.com

	ShaFika Mattar
	Associated Press
	079 5525814
	smatter@ap.org

	Assad Abboud
	AFP
	0777 975254
	

	Jürgen Hanefeld
	ARD German Radio
	
	Jürgen.Hanefeld@wdr.de

	Christian T. Miller
	LA Times
	01 202 36 10 696
	t.christian.miller@latimes.com

	James Glanz
	NY Times
	+1 917 825 0324
	jamesglanz@yahoo.com

	Mariam Karouny
	Reuters
	+961 333 5509
	Mariam.karouny@reuters.com

	Nader Daoud
	Associated Press
	079-5525813
	naderdaoud@yahoo.com

	Jamal Naswa…
	EPA
	0796648911
	jnphotos@yahoo.com

	Khalil Naz …
	AFP
	0795838383
	khmphotos@yahoo.com

	Nader Rabadi
	CBS News
	079 6921254
	n_rabadi@yahoo.com

	Feurat Alani
	Le Point Newspaper
	0796230892
	feurat@tiseoli.fr

	Dale Garlak
	BBC Radio
	0777211686
	Dale_garlak@hotmail.com

	Suleiman Khaldi
	Reuters
	079 5521407
	Suleiman.al-khadi@reuters.com

	Hanadi Fuad
	UPI
	0795503488
	Hanadi_71@hotmail.com

	Eride Garuti
	Diario
	0796069331
	erigaruti@yhoo.it

	Ranya Qadri
	Newsweek magazine
	
	

	Le Nauff Anne-Sophie
	Radio Canada
	0796280902
	sofialefr@yahoo.rfr


	Jamal Nasrallah
	European Press Agency
	
	


The local and regional media sign-in sheet
	Name & Title
	Media
	Cell Phone
	E-Mail

	
	
	
	

	Amir B. Jomah
	Al Sharqiya TV
	+964 7901 492 117
	amirgamai@yahoo.com

	Esama A. Salim
	Al Sharqiya TV
	079 6161820
	amirgamai@yahoo.com

	Zyad KH
	T. FM
	079 6742763
	Zyad_baghdad@yahoo.com

	Asso Salih
	Radio Niqash
	079 5792763
	Asso_r@yahoo.com

	Taghreed Habash
	Nile TV 
	079 5922688
	info@ktvsmedia.com

	Diaa Al Awayesh
	Nile TV
	079 6818550
	

	Mohammed Al Hadeed
	Nile TV
	079 5325106
	

	Adnan Mataneh
	Jordan News Agency
	0777215902
	

	Khader Otum
	Petra News Agency
	079 5546355
	Khader_otum@yahoo.com

	Yousef Faraj
	Al Alam TV
	0777313535
	Yousef_47_2@yahoo.com

	Salwa Al sawalha
	Dubai TV
	079 5177489
	S_swal…..@hotmail.com

	Fadi Eskanduran
	Dubai TV
	079 5371110
	

	Ahmad Al Hamdani
	Al Hurriya/ KurdSat
	0799806138
	Hmdnhmd@yahoo.com

	Alyaa Amer Aboul
	Al Arabiya
	0777 949249
	alyaamamer@yahoo.com

	Atwar Bahjat
	Al jazeera
	0088 21 66666 4233
	atwara@yahoo.com

	Ali Sharba
	Nawa TV
	0795365939
	Alisharba@yahoo.com

	Jumana Ghenaimah
	Al Raii Newspapers
	0795537114
	Jumanhg@yahoo.com

	Marwan Al-Tamimi
	AlAnbat Newspaper
	0795511006
	Mrqt28@yahoo.com

	Ala’ Eddin Al Tarawneh
	Al Arb Alyoum Daily
	0777306021
	Aladin_6666@yahoo.com

	Satteer N. Kahal
	Freelance journalist
	07901481492
	sarrarnahbu@yahoo.com

	Ahmad K. Hasham
	Freelance journalist
	07901837622
	Ahmed_asala@yahoo.com

	Motaz Othman
	Freelance journalist/ Islamic Tourism 
	0795542906
	Motaz_othman@yahoo.com

	Omar Hadeel
	MIC
	0796742763
	omarhadeel@yahoo.com

	Sheymaa Jalazawi
	MIC
	0796742763
	Sheymaa977@yahoo.com

	Faiqh Srahan
	Radio Iraq Hurr
	079582355
	

	Riham Kh. Zeidan
	Addustour Daily
	0796557897
	Riham6381@yahoo.com

	Mohammed Jayousi
	Al Ghad Newspapers
	0796542305
	msjayousi@yahoo.com

	Ka Mouk Khalil
	Nile TV
	0795510462
	

	Mahmoud Agha 
	Al Hurra TV
	0796776585
	

	Salah Malkawi
	Getty Images
	0795575676
	

	Hasan Shobaki
	Al Jazeera
	0795586419
	

	Lina Qtaishat
	Al Jazeera
	0795157687
	

	
	
	
	


Annex 3:  MEDIA ADVISORY

IRAQ DONORS MEETING TO CONVENE IN DEAD SEA

Amman, July 10, 2005 -- Representatives of more than 60 countries and

international organizations, including the United Nations and the World Bank,

will gather at the Dead Sea in Jordan on July 18-19, 2005 to review progress and

lessons learned from donor-financed reconstruction activities in Iraq.

Hosted by the Government of Jordan and chaired by the Government of Canada, theFourth International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) Meeting will focus on the achievements to date.  At the meeting, the Government of Iraq will present its priorities and discuss with donors how best to coordinate efforts to move the reconstruction process forward.

The first IRFFI meeting to convene since the January 2005 elections in Iraq, the Dead Sea gathering is being held at a unique juncture in Iraq's reconstruction process.  Taking place on the heels of the International Conference on Iraq held in Brussels last month, the event is broadly expected to follow through on support expressed for the political transition in Iraq, and to provide a new momentum to reconstruction efforts

International donors established IRFFI at the 2003 Madrid Conference to 
facilitate the provision of reconstruction assistance in a coordinated and

effective manner. The IRFFI has two trust funds, separately administered by the

World Bank and the UN in close coordination with the Iraqi authorities and

donors.  To date, international donors have committed a total of $1 billion to

the two trust funds.  IRFFI's Donor Committee meets on a semi-annual basis to

endorse overall direction, review progress, coordinate efforts, and ensure

coherence with Iraqi priorities.

“This is an opportunity to strengthen further the partnership for Iraq,?” says Barham Salih, Iraq’s Minister of  Planning and Development Cooperation.  “It is time to make a difference for the people of Iraq”, he added.
###

For more information on the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq,

                                 please visit: http://www.irffi.org

The Donor Committee of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq is pleased to invite local, regional and international  media to cover the Fourth Donor's Committee Meeting.

Date:


July 18-19, 2005

Location:

King Hussein Bin Talal Convention Center at the Dead Sea

Press Events:

Day 1
Opening Session:  Iraq’s Reconstruction Challenges




9:00 am



Press Conference


Panel:  Representatives of Governments of Iraq, Jordan, and Canada, United Nations and World Bank



6:00 pm




Day 2



Press Conference


Panel:  Representatives of Governments of Iraq, Jordan, and Canada, United Nations and World Bank



6:00 pm
Accreditation:
Media wishing to cover this event should apply immediately for accreditation by completing the attached form and returning it via e-mail or fax to the Information Office at Jordan's Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation:





Mr. Mohammed Abu Sumaqqa:  Mohammed.sm@mop.gov.jo




Ms. Eman Tarawneh:  Eman.tr@mop.gov.jo




Fax:   +(962-6) 462-9836


Accreditation deadline is July 15, 2005.  Applications received after this date will not be processed and on-site accreditation will not be granted.


Detailed information on access to the Convention Center, media facilities and logistics will be submitted upon acceptance of the accreditation request.

Remarks:
Interview opportunities with panel members and other participants can be arranged through requests submitted to the press desk in the press room
Simultaneous translations of press conferences and opening session will be available in Arabic and English.
Media Contacts:



	Government of Iraq
	Mr. Taha  Al-Hashemi
	+ (964) 7901343826

	Government of Jordan 

(Ministry of Planning & Int'l Cooperation)
	Mr Abu Sumaqqa

Ms. Eman Tarawneh
	+(962-777) 77 6532

	Government of Canada
	Ms. Elizabeth Williams
	+(962-74) 558-5202

	United Nations
	Ms. Aicha Elbasri
	+(962-777) 619 739

	World Bank
	Ms. Sereen Juma
	+(962-78) 873 22 33


[image: image5.jpg]



Fourth Donor Committee Meeting of the IRFFI


Annex 4: MEDIA GUIDELINES FOR REPORTING PRESS 
DEAD SEA, 18-19 JULY 2005

COLLECTION OF ACCREDITATION BADGES
· In order to facilitate your easy access to the King Husein Bin Talal Convention Center, you are kindly invited to collect your personalized accreditation badge and relevant information in person, at the offices of the Ministry of Planning (located near the 3rd circle)

· July 16  from 9am to 4 pm

· July17 from 9am to 4 pm
· To collect your accreditation badge, you will be kindly asked to present either:
Your press card, or, an Original letter from the editor of the media organization, signed by the editor-in-chief, specifying your professional status.

· For those who wish to collect groups of badges for a media organization, you will be kindly asked to present an Original letter indicating that the bearer is authorized by his/her media organization to collect those badges. Please ensure that all the persons on the list have been correctly registered. 

· While on Convention Center premises, identification badges must be worn visibly at all times. Please note that as far a You may be asked at any time by a member of security staff to prove your identity by producing an official document, even if you are wearing your identification badge. Only one security badge will be issued per person and it will be valid for two days: 18 and 19 July. These badges are not transferable.
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS AND ACCOMMODATION

· Transport: There will be two buses to transport accredited media representatives from Amman to the Dead Sea on both the 18th and 19th of July. 
· Meeting point: the Ministry of Planning (near third circle). 

· Departure (to Dead Sea) time: 7: 00 am. 
· Return: these same buses will leave the Convention Center one hour after the press conference, transporting media representatives back to the meeting point.

· In order to obtain the security clearance to authorize media vehicles carrying technical equipment to enter the Dead Sea Zone and the Convention Center, please provide before 12 noon of July 16th : 

· the registration number of the vehicle, 

· the driver’s full name, and 

· the driver’s license number. 

· Parking of authorized media vehicles will be indicated upon their arrival.

· Media will access the Convention Center from the Southern gate. Please follow the directional signage. The main entrance is to be used by delegates only.

· A map of the Convention  Center will be distributed on-site.
· Hotel accommodation:  Kindly arrange your own accommodations.   

· Catering. Coffee and snacks will be provided on the Media Floor.
· Please note that smoking is not permitted in the Convention Center. The only smoking area is on the terrace. 
LOGISTICS AND FACILITIES

· Facilities – The Press Room, located on the Media Floor  will be equipped with few computers and printers, fax machines and Wireless Internet. However, you are encouraged to bring your own laptop.

· For radio stations:  There will be a designated space for radio and television media.  Please contact Jordan Telecom to equip your booth with a telephone and an ISDN connection.

· Parking possibilities for Satellite trucks providing live broadcast will be indicated on-site.
· Press Information Desk – The Media Communications Team will provide assistance at the press information desk, located on the Media Floor. 

· Press Conferences – All press conferences will be held on the Media Floor. Documentation – Statements, fact sheets and any other documents will be made available at the Press Information Desk.
ACCESS WITHIN THE KING HUSSEIN BIN TALAL CONVENTION CENTER

Accredited media, including TV crews, will have access to the following:
· First floor of the Convention Center which will be the Media Floor.
· Filming is allowed during both press conferences and the opening session on the Ground Floor.
Please note: no TV cameras are permitted to film in closed meeting locations.

SESSIONS CLOSED TO REPORTING PRESS
· Interactive sessions, workshops and all meal sessions are reserved for participants only. These sessions are off the record and not open to reporting press.
· Should you have any specific request with respect to logistical needs for television and radio broadcasting needs , please contact Majid:
Phone:  +962 7 45465162

Fax:    +962 5 356 0223

Email:  it@dscc.jo

MEDIA TEAM CONTACT INFORMATION

Should you have any additional questions or need assistance, please contact the following  

Media team: 
	Government of Iraq

	Mr. Taha Al-Hashemi

Ms Hanah Murad
	+(964) 7901926239

tahaalhashemi@yahoo.com

+(962-79) 567-6262

hannamurad@hotmail.com

	Government of Jordan 

(Ministry of Planning & Int'l Cooperation)
	Mr Mohammed Abu Summaqqa

Ms. Eman Tarawneh
	+(962-777) 77 6532
Eman.tr@mop.gov.jo

	Government of Canada
	Ms. Elizabeth Williams
	+(962-74) 558-5202
elizabeth.williams@international.gc.ca

	United Nations
	Ms. Aicha Elbasri
	+(962-777) 619 739
elbasri@un.org

	World Bank
	Ms. Sereen Juma
	+(962-74) 54 64 869

sjuma@worldbank.org


ANNEX 5: UN Curtain raiser press release
UN backs Iraqi health authorities in massive polio vaccination campaign

Dead Sea, July 17, 2005— The United Nations is supporting Iraq’s authorities in conducting a massive polio vaccination campaign targeting nearly 5 million children across the country as part of a series of initiatives aimed at bolstering health among the population.

In recent weeks, the UN worked to vaccinate 4.7 million Iraqi children five years and under. Since last year, the UN has donated over 10 million doses of oral polio vaccine to Iraq for the country’s children in what officials of the world body term a “shining example” of how much can be achieved despite the prevailing insecurity.

Iraqi national teams, organized by the Ministry of Health and with support from the UN, have been able to access all communities and to provide the vaccination. The cold chain so crucial to preserving polio supplies has met a number of serious challenges, including recent disruptions to the power supply and a major fire at the national cold store facility.

Social mobilization efforts conducted by the health authorities all over Iraq have been particularly successful and at times extremely creative, involving not just television spots but also the use of loud speakers, banners, flyers, and the mobilization of religious and women’s groups.

In an innovative twist, two mobile phone service providers sent text (SMS) messages to all cell phones dependent on their service to announce the polio immunization days and announce that mobile teams would visit all houses. Many mothers reported learning about the anti-polio drive through these SMS messages, and UN officials said this support by private companies demonstrated the spirit of corporate civil responsibility emerging in Iraq.

Advance training ensured that the vaccination teams would know not only how to operate, but also how to communicate. The teams were taught to introduce themselves to families, brief them on the importance of polio immunization, and ask about whether anyone had observed any potential signs of the disease in their social circle. 

The urgency of this effort is heightened by the alarming rise in the incidence of polio cases in nearby Yemen. With considerable numbers of people moving across that country’s border with Saudi Arabia, health officials warn of a growing potential for the disease to be “imported” to Iraq. To prevent this, they stress the imperative need to maintain very high coverage of polio immunization among Iraqis.

As part of broader efforts to improve health conditions in Iraq, the UN also supported the national authorities in conducting a series of measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccination campaigns targeting Iraqi children up to the age of 12.

In addition, the world body has helped to rehabilitate over 60 primary health care centres while continuing backing construction.
In addition, the UN has helped to rehabilitate key hospitals, including burn wards and the cardiology centre in Basrah hospital, as well as the Nutrition Research Institute, public health laboratories in Baghdad, Najaf and Mosul and Basrah, nursing training centres in Baghdad, Suleimanyah, Karbala and Basrah, and the National Blood Transfusion Centre.

To complement this rehabilitation and construction, the UN has helped to procure millions of dollars worth of equipment and supplies, including 10 ambulances, 108 monitoring vehicles, laboratory equipment and international reference books.

With donors slated to meet at the Dead Sea in Jordan on 18 and 19 June to discuss Iraq’s reconstruction needs, UN officials are urging a message of hope. A joint effort involving the UN and the Government, together with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operating in Iraq, can address immediate needs. This will help the Iraqis to realize a number of long sought social dividends like improved infrastructure and basic social services. 

                                                               *****
For further information, please call UNAMI Information Office at: +962 777 619 739; or contact   elbasri@un.org; or visit UNAMI’s website:  www.unirq.org 
ANNEX 6:  DSRSG statement
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Opening UN Statement on the Occasion of the 4th IRFFI Meeting
Staffan de Mistura, 
Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General for Iraq

Extended Meeting - Session One

Dead Sea, Jordan

18 July, 2005

Excellencies; Ladies; Gentlemen;

I would like to begin by thanking our host, the Government of Jordan, for convening this fourth Donor meeting of the International Reconstruction Trust Fund Facility for Iraq, IRFFI.  Their warm welcome and generosity define for most of us what a good neighbour should be. 

I also deliver the regrets of Ambassador Qazi, who had to stay in Baghdad to continue to facilitate dialogue and compromise at this crucial time in the constitution-making process.   

We are here to review and learn from achievements and progress to date, and to determine the path ahead.  All of us involved in the reconstruction, rehabilitation and development of Iraq had to apply policy positions or strategies for helping the country often outside the norm of previous experiences.  The United Nations also re-defined its modus operandi for working in Iraq. 

The first lesson the United Nations faced was the most difficult.  It was the realization that despite being a humanitarian organisation and mediator for peace, we were no longer immune to attack. That was the hardest lesson we faced as an organisation, one that no other here really had to experience.  It was the first time in our 60 year history that the organisation was a direct target.  This single act changed the way we did business, probably forever. 

However, our commitment to the Iraqi people remains unchanged. The United Nations continues to support Iraq’s drive toward democracy, peace, and security from within and outside the country.  Our in-country presence increases as programmes of support to the constitutional and electoral processes advance and support to ensure provision of basic services continue.

Although a certain amount of risk is inevitable in the current environment, we cannot be cavalier with our resources, human or material.  This would be counter to the very essence of the broader United Nations mandate.  The path back to Iraq, therefore, must be calculated, cautious, and incremental.  In the past year, the UN has sought new ways to work together with Iraqis to meet their needs. This has necessarily meant taking a low profile to protect our staff as well as the millions of Iraqi beneficiaries across the country.  
The UN has always focused on strengthening national ownership – it is the raison d’etre for much of our work and therefore will support Iraq in this fragile period.  A new unique national identity is emerging as governance and accountability improves daily and Iraq takes the lead role towards the transformation to democracy.

The United Nations has a key role to ensure that both the electoral and constitutional processes are legitimate and credible.  Creating an Iraqi constitution that is inclusive and which ensures a broad public debate is vital to the country's future. This is what legitimacy is all about – a participatory process that encourages national ownership that is broad based. 

Iraqis need to go through the same learning process as they obtain greater national ownership in the same vein that we are all learning lessons in the context of Iraq. Institutions need to be re-built or created afresh.   A multilateral approach is the best way to manage that process through organisations like the United Nations and others.
Indeed this process has already begun and again some of the lessons learned are very important toward moving forward.  

New ministries with new policy directions over the last two years necessarily meant that we needed to change our programme focus from projects already initiated.  The evolving national development strategy or vision has in the past made it difficult to pin down concrete national priorities, leaving us all to wonder if our support and interventions were appropriately focussed. 
The years of isolation, war and sanctions cut a thriving intelligentsia and business sector from new research, cutting edge technology, and contemporary management practices.  We necessarily took time to understand the level of capacity and how best to target our interventions.   Iraq needs to build strength in its institutions, economy, political structures, and most importantly, to re-build a vibrant and strong civil society that takes the initiative to drive change.  

Change is never an easy process, particularly when implementing reforms in a country under difficult conditions.  Making the right changes will rely on the wisdom of those who take the right decisions and the strength to take the important decisions, especially those affecting the whole government.
Therefore, cohesion and coordination are key factors in ensuring political traction in the future months.  This process has begun and is one of the success stories.  Aid coordination in conjunction with fiscal reform and good budgetary management are crucial ingredients towards regaining the confidence of both the international community as well as prospective private investment.  

At the same time, the international community must be more responsive to Iraq’s needs as the Iraqis see them.  There has to be more flexibility in utilisation of funds in order to tackle emerging priorities.  In this connection, the United Nations is also willing to reallocate unused funds toward top Iraqi priorities in collaboration with donor countries; especially those that are required for short-term impact.
The UN continues to plan, assess, and review what we have achieved to date. Our expectation from this exercise is that we will have information to direct effectively our future efforts, while also helping Iraq focus on policy areas that will support Iraqi progress. The better informed we can all be, the better equipped we are to address the difficulties now facing the Iraqi people.  

Thank you.
ANNEX 7:  Joint press releases
THE WAY FORWARD FOR THE IRAQI PEOPLE: 
DEAD SEA IRAQ DONORS MEETING WRAPS UP FIRST DAY

DEAD SEA, July 18, 2005— His Excellency Barham Salih, Iraqi Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation and Canadian Ambassador, Michael Bell, Chair of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq, (IRFFI) are pleased with the outcome of the Expanded Donor meeting that brings together representatives from donor countries and organizations, the United Nations, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to discuss reconstruction efforts in Iraq.  

“I believe our National Development Strategy will come to signify faith in a brighter future, and in our ability to work together as a democratic, multi-ethnic society to achieve betterment for all,” said His Excellency Barham Salih. “But we cannot do it alone. At stake are prospects not only for 27 million people to enjoy better, more productive lives, but also long-term peace and security in the region—objectives intimately linked to sustainable prosperity.”

The Government of Iraq set out strategic priorities for Iraq’s reconstruction and development, organized around four key drivers: strengthening the foundations of economic growth, revitalizing the private sector, improving quality of life, and strengthening good governance and improving security. Urgent action on two fronts is required, namely governance and basic human needs. 

“On the one hand, we urgently need emergency/humanitarian interventions to provide basic services such as water, electricity, hospitals and schools,” added His Excellency Barham Salih. “On the other hand, we need to start implementing reforms, building institutions and developing the capacities that will support a vibrant market-oriented economy. These interventions need to start immediately but will yield benefits in the medium-term and for generations to come.”

The Government also called on continued donor support for reconstruction efforts. The delegates discussed how best to coordinate efforts to move the reconstruction process forward.

“As Chair, I speak on behalf of donor countries, the UN and the World Bank, when I say that we are strongly committed to advancing Iraqi ownership of reconstruction efforts,” said Ambassador Bell. “By enhancing partnerships, we are undertaking an approach to reconstruction that is flexible, effective and responsive to the needs and priorities of the people of Iraq.

Hosted by the Government of Jordan and chaired by Canada and Iraq, the Fourth IRFFI meeting brings together representatives from over 70 countries and international organizations, including the United Nations (UN), the World Bank and the IMF. The delegates convened at the Dead Sea, Jordan to review progress and lessons learned from bilaterally donor-financed reconstruction activities in Iraq.

International donors established IRFFI at the 2003 Madrid Conference to facilitate the provision of reconstruction assistance in a coordinated and effective manner. The IRFFI has two trust funds, separately administered by the World Bank and the UNDG in close coordination with the Iraqi authorities and donors. To date, international donors have committed a total of $1 billion to the two trust funds. IRFFI’s Donor Committee meets on a semi-annual basis to provide strategic guidance, review progress, coordinate efforts, and ensure coherence with Iraqi priorities. 

For more information on the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq, please visit www.irffi.org
INTERNATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION FUND FACILITY COMMITTEE MEETING CONCLUDES ON A HIGH NOTE

DEAD SEA, Jordan, July 19, 2005—The International Reconstruction Fund Facility Donor Committee Meeting (IRFFI) came to a successful close today, with the international donor community, the UN, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) demonstrating a very strong commitment to advancing Iraqi leadership on reconstruction efforts and to enhancing partnerships with the Iraqi government. His Excellency Barham Salih, Iraqi Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation, and Canadian Ambassador Michael Bell, Chair of the IRFFI, are delighted with the results. 

The UN and the World Bank presented progress reports in implementation of the Trust Fund programmes. The reports provided updates of achievements, challenges encountered and lessons learned by the International Trust Fund operations. The UN also provided an updated review of its cluster system. The Iraqi government presented reports from sectoral ministries and a status report of the Donor Assistance Database. Donors are considering modifications to the IRFFI structures to ensure they are consistent with the donor coordination mechanisms proposed by the Iraqi government in its updated National Development Strategy at yesterday’s Expanded Donor Meeting. 

“We will now go forward in the next six months with clear key priorities to make a difference for the people of Iraq in their every day lives,” said Mr. Staffan de Mistura, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General for Iraq.

“The World Bank will intensify efforts to support Iraq in providing basic services and deliver results on the ground,” said Joseph Saba, World Bank Country Director for Iraq. “We work to prevent poverty and encourage job creation through economic growth, adding that “the comparative advantage of the World Bank’s instruments and means of delivery is institution building for sustainable development and good governance.” 

At this meeting, Denmark became the newest member of the IRFFI, with its additional pledge of US$5.5 million. Also announced were pledges from Australia, (US$20 million), Greece, (US$2.4 million), the European Commission, (EURO150 million), Italy, (EURO10 million) and Spain (US$20 million). In the context of the Expanded Donor Meeting, the United States and Sweden also reported increases in bilateral assistance and loans.

“This is good news and I thank new donors for their generous contributions,” said His Excellency Barham Salih, Iraqi Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation. “I warmly welcome them and view these new pledges as a sign of the increasing international commitment to helping the people of Iraq.”

The Canadian government proposed a multi-donor evaluation, building on the work already done by the UN and the World Bank. This review will tell us whether implementation is on track to achieve expected results. It will help donors draw lessons and take appropriate corrective measures, further increasing transparency and confidence in the IRFFI mechanism. 

The political transition of Iraq is key to successful reconstruction. Unfortunately, there are still those who try to derail the process. The group held a moment of silence for the three members of the Constitutional Committee who perished in today’s tragic incident in Baghdad. 

 “I feel that we have had a remarkably successful two days,” said Ambassador Michael Bell, Chair of the IRFFI. “We have made important decisions. In particular, the Donor Committee has signalled its strong support for Iraqi ownership of the process of reconstruction. We strive to better align the work of the Trust Funds to Iraqi priorities and we have welcomed Iraq’s stronger role in the IRFFI.”

The World Bank, the UN and the Chair are planning this fall to visit countries which are potential new donors or donors who may be interested in increasing their current contributions in order to increase commitment and interest in the IRFFI and Iraqi reconstruction. 

At yesterday’s Expanded Meeting, the Iraqi Government presented its vision for reconstruction of their country, identifying governance and basic human needs as priorities for the near-term. The Government also called on accelerated implementation  for reconstruction efforts, consistent with Iraqi priorities based on national execution and equitable distribution of developmental resources. Delegates discussed how best to coordinate efforts to move the reconstruction process forward. 

Representatives of the Iraqi government and donors stressed the critical role of women in Iraq and the strong commitment to support gender equality, in particular, the importance of women in the constitutional drafting process. 

Hosted by the Government of Jordan and chaired by Canada, today’s meeting brought together representatives of the IRFFI Donor Committee. The committee comprises donors whose paid-in contributions to either or both Trust Funds amount to a minimum of US$10 million per donor. There are currently 19 members. Over 400 delegates from 60 countries and organizations, including the UNDG, the World Bank and the IMF participated in this extended donor meeting. Delegates convened at the Dead Sea, Jordan to review progress and lessons learned from bilaterally donor-financed reconstruction activities in Iraq.

Building on progress already achieved and the support expressed by the international community at the Brussels Conference on Iraq (June 2005), this multilateral meeting has mobilized further efforts in the reconstruction of Iraq. 

International donors established IRFFI at the 2003 Madrid Conference to facilitate the provision of reconstruction assistance in a coordinated and effective manner. The IRFFI has two trust funds, separately administered by the World Bank and the UN in close coordination with the Iraqi authorities and donors. To date, international donors have committed a total of $1 billion to the two trust funds. IRFFI’s Donor Committee meets on a semi-annual basis to provide strategic guidance, review progress, coordinate efforts, and ensure coherence with Iraqi priorities. 

The Iraq Government requested that the next Donor Committee Meeting be held in Erbil, Iraq. The Government of Turkey also extended an offer to host the Meeting. The next meeting will be held in February 2006.

For more information on IRFFI, please visit www.irffi.org
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UN upbeat over Iraq donors, Baghdad in reconstruction driver seat -AFP

Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: July 20, 2005 

by Hala Boncompagni 

AMMAN, July 20 (AFP) - The United Nations has expressed its satisfaction over the outcome of an international donors meeting that has propelled the Iraqi authorities in the driver's seat of the country's reconstruction drive. 

"It has been an extremely positive meeting. There was clarity on the Iraqi side on what needs to be done and they have now taken the driver's seat in terms of donor coordination," said Bisrat Akillu, UN executive coordinator of a UN trust fund for Iraq. 

"The Iraqis have presented a national development strategy which clearly says where the donors should focus and that is what we are going to work on now," Akillu told AFP Tuesday at the end of the two-day meeting hosted by Jordan. 

The United Nations is among the key players involved in Iraq's reconstruction process and administers with the World Bank a one-billion-dollar trust fund from money committed by some 25 donor countries. 

The UN share of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) totals 667 million dollars. 

According to Akillu, some 59 projects worth 586 million dollars are being implemented across Iraq, although not all of the money has been disbursed yet. 

"Projects totalling 398 million dollars have been contractually committed to provide basic social services and out of that 218 million dollars have been paid out from July 2004 to the end of June 2005," Akillu told AFP. 

The UN spent the money on a vast range of projects, from rehabilitating schools to hospitals, water and power plants, vaccination campaigns for children as well as technical and logistical support to the January elections. 

"Despite the security situation and the challenges of working currently in Iraq the UN utilising its national staff, line ministries, local contractors, has been able to deliver a very high rate of implementation," Akillu said. 

"This really shows that work can be done ... and the donors have recognised that ... resources can be effectively utilised and more contributions and disbursements are needed to the trust fund," he said. 

The World Bank has 365 million dollars in projects being implemented in Iraq, where its goal is to build Iraqi institutional capacity and Iraqi ownership of projects. 

Reports submitted by the World Bank and the United Nations to the conference in Jordan underscored the need to pass the mantle of reconstruction to Iraq -- a request made by the Iraqi authorities as a measure to strengthen their legitimacy. 

As a result, donors agreed in principle to launch the Iraq Reconstruction Forum (IRFO), a larger and more inclusive donor coordination consultative group aimed at "supplementing the more restrictive IRFFI", officials have said. 

IRFFI chairman Michael Bell of Canada said the new body, expected to be formally adopted in two weeks, "is one of our most significant accomplishments" that will "ensure that money, funds and efforts are directed where they are most needed". 

IRFO will allow nations and organisations which cannot afford the required 10-million-dollar membership fee imposed by IRFFI to help Iraq get back on its feet, and will be chaired by Iraqi Planning Minister Barham Saleh. 

Saleh urged donors to get more involved in Iraq, saying the key to success was partnership rather than Iraqi dependence on the international community. 

He also insisted that focus should be given to deliver basic services to reach the largest possible number of the Iraqi people, whose conditions, marred by wars and economic blockades, failed to improve two years after the ousting of Saddam Hussein's regime in a US-led war. 

"One of the major changes between this meeting and others is that the Iraqis came to us saying 'don't dilute your efforts by doing small things here and there. Focus on basic social services," Akillu said. 

"In the past, given the situation in Iraq, everything was a priority, everything was required. Now they said they want to focus on activities that are going to bring meaningful change to the average Iraqi. 

"The donors were very, very responsive," Akillu said. 

Iraq pleads for greater international role in rebuilding -AFP

Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: July 18, 2005 

SHUNEH, Jordan, July 18 (AFP) - Iraq on Monday called on international donors to take a greater role in the reconstruction of the violence-ravaged country and deliver basic needs to its people. 

"We cannot act as if it is business as usual. It is time we made a difference to the people of Iraq," Iraqi Planning Minister Barham Saleh said at the opening of a two-day international donors' meeting on the Jordanian shores of the Dead Sea. 

Saleh, who also admitted that corruption was a "great threat" to reconstruction, stressed the need for coordinated and cohesive action over the next six months to ensure results and bolster Iraqi ownership of projects. 

The next few months are crucial for Iraq which must draft a constitution by August 15 and put it to a national referendum by October 15 ahead of elections to choose a fully mandated government by December 15. 

"An enhanced donors' coordination mechanism is essential but will be worthless unless it is coordinated around a clear Iraqi vision for development," Saleh said, as he announced plans to launch a national and regional dialogue in September. 

Representatives of more than 60 countries and international organisations are attending the closed-door meeting of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI), which is chaired by Canadian diplomat Michael Bell. 

"The case for aiding Iraq in its reconstruction is strong, not only in development terms but in geo-strategic terms," Bell told AFP in an interview ahead of the meeting. 

"Iraq is going through a very serious and profound transition... If it does not succeed, we will have to look at the consequences in regional terms and in terms of security worldwide," Bell said. 

Bell, World Bank and UN officials will go on a world tour later this year to convince countries that have made good their contributions and those who have not "of the merits" of helping Iraq back on its feet, he added. 

The World Bank and the United Nations administer a one-billion-dollar trust fund for Iraq set up by international donors, after the Madrid 2003 conference that pledged 33 billion dollars in aid for the war-battered country. 

The United Nations has spent 154 million dollars from the fund while the World Bank has 365 million dollars worth of projects being implemented. 

But Saleh said despite efforts made to date "the basic needs for Iraq, from electricity to water, have not been met", noting for example that Iraq was running on 5,000 megawatts of electricity daily when it needs 20,000 megawatts. 

"If you take away a single message today let it be this: Please get involved now," Saleh said. 

"One of the most important things we need to decide at this meeting is innovative ways to advance Iraqi ownership of reconstruction efforts. 

"We need to find ways to give the highest priority to interventions that yield the most benefits to the greatest number of people in the shortest time possible," he said. 

Saleh warned that stagnation "leads to frustration and anger, which fuels insecurity". 

In his remarks, UN deputy special representative to Iraq, Staffan de Mistura, said the international community "must be more responsive to Iraq's needs as the Iraqis see them". 

"There has to be more flexibility in the utilisation of funds in order to tackle emerging priorities," he said, warning that time was running out. 

De Mistura told AFP on the eve of the meeting that "the next six months are crucial to make it or break it", comparing Iraq to a patient who needs stabilisation through external aid and international efforts crowned by a constitution. 

World Bank vice president for the Middle East Christiaan Poortman meanwhile called for more cooperation between donors. 

Give aid now or risk instability, Iraq tells world -REUTERS

(Reuters) By Suleiman al-Khalidi DEAD SEA, Jordan, July 19 

DEAD SEA, Jordan, July 19 (Reuters) - Iraq urged the international community on Tuesday to deliver immediately on its aid pledges and warned more delays would further destabilise the troubled country and threaten global security. 

The international community has pledge billions of dollars to help rebuild Iraq but only a small amount of that has actually been spent. 

Concerns about the sustainability of the post Saddam Hussein political system, violence and widespread corruption have led donors to be cautious about implementing their pledges. 

"Unless we move fast and effectively in the next few months we will have very serious problems on our hands," Planning Minister Barham Salih told Reuters. 

"Failure is not an option because it will have dire consequences for the Iraqi people and for the region and for world security." 

Salih was speaking on the second day of a meeting of 60 countries and international organisations, to follow up on conferences in Madrid and Tokyo over the last two years at which they pledged $14 billion. 

The meeting includes countries such as Germany and France that opposed the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq that toppled Saddam's regime. 

Iraqi officials say donors are concerned about graft and mismanagement and disruption from anti-U.S. insurgents targeting efforts to revive the economy. 

The United States has separately allocated more than $18 billion, but progress on American funded projects in Iraq has been also slow with money being diverted to security. 

"While we remain grateful to the United States for what it has done by way of helping Iraqis, but Iraq must move beyond an American project and become an international project to help the people of Iraq overcome the challenge," Salih said. 

The government hopes that better living standards in Iraq and economic progress will help defeat rebels driven by their own brand of nationalism and religious fervour. 

Christiaan Poortman, the World Bank's Vice President for the Middle East, said a monitoring and evaluation system was being set up to help channel larger aid volumes. 

Iraq's economy continues to suffer in the meantime. Iraq's central bank chief economist Mudhir Salih Kasim says basic services, such as water and electricity, are in their worst state in decades. 

The World Bank has extended a $500 million soft loan for Iraqi infrastructure projects with an interest-free grace period of more than 10 years. 

The loan is the first World Bank lending to Iraq since 1973. The Bank already manages $400 million of donor money to Iraq. The United Nations manages another $500 million. 

Participants at the conference were holding technical discussions on the feasibility and financing of specific projects that Iraq has presented. 

The projects are part of a document called the National Development Strategy, an overview of the most pressing needs. 

Iraqi officials say the list covers sectors which have been a priority for years including oil facilities, water and sanitation, sewage and power generation. 

Iraq tells donors graft undermining rebuilding -REUTERS

(Reuters) By Suleiman al-Khalidi and Khaled Yacoub Oweis 

DEAD SEA, Jordan, July 18 (Reuters) - Iraq gave donors a list of its most urgent rebuilding projects on Monday, admitting that corruption, as well as violence, has been delaying the country's reconstruction. 

Only a small amount of the billions of dollars pledged to help rebuild Iraq have been spent because of concerns about graft and mismanagement and because of disruption from anti-U.S. insurgents targeting efforts to revive the economy. 

Iraq presented the conference with an updated version of the projects it hopes to finance in a document called the National Development Strategy, an overview of the most pressing needs. 

Iraqi official say the list covers sectors which have been a priority for years including oil facilities, water and sanitation, sewage and power generation. 

"We have serious problem with corruption and I think all of us must recognise it as a serious threat," Iraqi Planning Minister Barham Salih said. 

"We have to provide the donor community with a transparent and streamlined process by which these programmes reach the people they are intended to reach," he said. 

Representatives from around 60 countries and international organisations, including some that opposed the U.S.-led invasion, gathered in the Dead Sea resort to follow up on meetings in Madrid and Tokyo over the last two years at which they pledged $14 billion. 

"The conference will accelerate the flow of funds from the donors and make sure that the commitments they have made in Madrid are kept," Finance Minister Ali Allawi told Reuters. 

In a sign that aid might be flowing more easily, World Bank officials told Reuters the Bank has extended a $500 million soft loan for Iraq for infrastructure projects with an interest-free grace period of over 10 years. 

MOBILISATION 

The loan is the first World Bank lending to Iraq since 1973. The Bank already manages $400 million of donor money to Iraq. The United Nations manages another $500 million. 

"It is very important to continue to mobilise additional resources but it is also very important that we accelerate the implementation of what we have," Christiaan Poortman, World Bank's Vice President for the Middle East, told Reuters. 

"This has been a successful conference. We also talked about a new mechanism of donor coordination that would be actually led by Iraqis," he later told reporters. 

Staffan Demistura, deputy special representative for the U.N. secretary-general in Iraq, told Reuters the international community wanted a "clear idea" from Iraq of its priorities. 

"The next six months are critical. We aim at concrete, immediate impact. Donors will be more receptive if they hear that Iraqis have come up with top priorities and they are do-able and concrete," the U.N. official said. 

Concerns about the sustainability of the post Saddam Hussein political system, violence and widespread corruption have led donors to be cautious about implementing their pledges. 

Iraq's economy continues to suffer in the meantime. Iraq's central bank chief economist Mudhir Salih Kasim says basic services, such as water and electricity, are in their worst state in decades. 

Iraqi officials say the country can now handle aid flows better because it is tackling corruption. They have also been urging donors to set up offices in Iraq, instead of handling aid through meetings outside Iraq. 

Little of the $14 billion in non-U.S. aid pledges made so far has been spent. The United States separately allocated more than $18 billion, but progress on American funded projects in Iraq has been also slow with flows diverted to security. 

Only a few hundred million dollars of the non-U.S. aid pledges have been spent, mainly to buy school supplies and help train government workers abroad. 

Reconstruction is faltering with basic infrastructure projects in electricity and sewage systems far behind schedule. 

Iraq has the world's second largest oil reserves. But its infrastructure and living standards have been shredded by crushing U.N. sanctions from 1990-2003 and three wars in the past quarter of a century. 

Iraqi planning minister says Iraq must lead reconstruction efforts -AP

By SHAFIKA MATTAR=

 Associated Press Writer=

   SOUTHERN SHUNEH, Jordan (AP) _ Iraqi Planning Minister Barham Salih his country should be in charge of reconstruction efforts instead of foreign donors and laid out Monday a strategy aimed at improving life for Iraqis frustrated by security and political challenges. 

``Iraq must be in the driving seat,'' Salih told reporters as representatives of 60 countries and international organizations gathered here to review Iraq's reconstruction checklist and coordinate with donors on ways to move forward. 

``We need Iraqi leadership, we need Iraqi ownership of the reconstruction program and a partnership with the international community,'' he said, echoing criticism by some Iraqis that many projects were suggested by the U.S.-backed Interim Governing Council members, many of whom had not been in the country for years. 

The vast majority of projects in Iraq went to U.S. and western companies, but figures were not immediately available. 

Salih stressed that priority must be given to projects which yield the ``most benefit to the greatest number of (Iraqis) in the shortest time possible.'' 

He announced a national development strategy that includes strengthening the foundations of economic growth, revitalizing the private sector, strengthening good governance and improving security conditions in the war-wracked nation. 

Salih said power, water and sanitation needed to be immediately restored. 

He said Iraqis needed ``quick wins,'' like housing, loans and education grants. 

``The aspirations of the Iraqi people for a better life cannot be delayed much longer,'' he said. 

Participants later met behind closed doors to continue the discussions. 

The two-day meeting which opened Monday is sponsored by the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq. The fund was launched early in 2004 by the United Nations and the World Bank to help donor nations channel their resources and coordinate their support for reconstruction and development in Iraq. 

So far, 25 donor countries _ including the United States, Japan and Canada _ have pledged over US$1 billion (eur 830 million) to the fund. The money is separate to the US $32 billion (euro 26.6 billion) in loans and grants pledged for Iraq's reconstruction at the October 2003 donor conference in Madrid, Spain. 

Salih criticized the shortfall in donations. Of the total pledged two years ago, he said Iraq has received only US$7 billion (euro 5.8 billion) _ the bulk of it, he insisted, was spent on improving security conditions of foreign firms operating in the country. 

``Our message to the international community is that the time has come to deliver on promises and disburse the grants promised to Iraq,'' he told reporters. 

He urged more investment, saying Iraqis _ already frustrated by ``security and political challenges'' _ needed to feel a ``real change'' in their standard of living. 

``Enough with conferences, enough with supportive resolutions,'' he said. ``We want to work, we want action on the ground.'' 

Iraq wins donors support for leading reconstruction efforts -AP

By DALE GAVLAK=

 Associated Press Writer=

   SOUTHERN SHUNEH, Jordan (AP) _ Donor countries have agreed in

principle on a new mechanism which gives Iraq the leading role in reconstruction efforts, a top Canadian delegate to a global reconstruction conference said Monday. 

The Iraq Reconstruction Forum, dubbed the ``IRFO,'' will be launched in two weeks, said Michael Bell, chairman of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq, a body developed early in 2004 to help donor nations channel resources and coordinate support for reconstruction and development in Iraq. 

``What the Iraqi government has proposed was a new donor coordination mechanism to be established and that will deal separately from IRFFI, that will be a mechanism in which the Iraqi government will take full ownership in the development process in a real and concrete way,'' Bell said. 

``It will be the Iraqis who will chair that body and they will deal with all donors on bilateral and multilateral levels through coordination,'' he told a news conference at the end of two days of talks by representatives of 60 countries and international organizations on Iraq's reconstruction. 

Bell said Iraqi Planning Minister Barham Salih will head IRFO. It was not immediately clear how the emerging body will interact with the existing International Reconstruction Fund. 

Salih asked the gathering Monday to allow his war-wracked nation to head reconstruction efforts. ``We need Iraqi leadership, we need Iraqi ownership of the reconstruction program and a partnership with the international community,'' he said. 

Salih was echoing criticism by some Iraqis that many projects were suggested by the now defunct U.S.-backed Interim Governing Council members, many of whom had not been in the country for years. 

The vast majority of projects in Iraq went to U.S. and Western companies, but figures were not immediately available. 

``We are very hopeful that with the application of these concepts, we will be able to move into a faster pace of reconstruction and implementation,'' Salih said. 

The gathering sponsored by the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq is the fourth since last year. Discussions were held behind closed doors in a lavish conference center at the shores of the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth. 

The reconstruction fund is headed by the United Nations and the World Bank. 

So far, nearly two dozen donor countries _ including the United States, Japan and Canada _ have pledged over US$1 billion (euro 830 million) to the fund. More pledges were made Monday, including an additional US$5.5 million (euro4.6 million) from Denmark. 

The contributions are separate from the US$32 billion (euro 26.6 billion) in loans and grants pledged for Iraq's reconstruction at the October 2003 donor conference in Madrid, Spain. 

Iraq needs 1 billion dollars by end of 2005 -DPA

Dead Sea, Jordan (dpa) - Iraq is in dire need of 1 billion dollars by the end of 2005, Public Affairs Minister Nesrin Berwari said in Jordan at the end of a two-day meeting of representatives from more than 40 donor countries and 20 international organizations. 

``Iraq is in need now of 1 billion dollars over the next six months to tackle urgent sectors such as electricity, water and health,'' she said. 

Meanwhile the head of the Iraqi delegation, Planning Minister Barham Saleh, warned that the slow-paced allocation of funds was aggravating the situation. 

``This catastrophic situation could spill out to destabilize the whole region and beyond,'' he said. 

The Iraqi portfolio must receive urgent international aide and should go ``beyond being a U.S. enterprise''. 

Berwari said the expected funds did not exceed 5 per cent of pledges made by donor countries at the Madrid conference in October 2003. 

The World Bank and the Jeddah-based Islamic Bank for Development offered 500 million each in soft loans. The United States pledged a 312 million-dollar grant for security logistics in Iraq. 

The U.S. has deployed an estimated 140,000 troops in Iraq since it toppled former president Saddam Hussein's regime. Iraqi officials said that one third of the incoming aid goes on security operations, thus depriving the 26 million population of badly needed development funds. 

Japan stressed its earlier pledge of 3.5 billion dollars in soft loans in addition to a 1.5 million-dollar grant, according to Berwari and Central Bank governor Claudine Tamimi.

Iraqis Press Donors for Billions More in Reconstruction Aid- New York Times

The New York Times, By JAMES GLANZ, Published: July 19, 2005

AMMAN, Jordan, July 18 - As fresh violence engulfs Iraq, the officials in charge of its government pressed a major meeting of donor nations here on Monday for billions of dollars in new financing to repair a country that remains in a state of physical and economic collapse.

But in a finely balanced argument, the Iraqi officials also said their country and its fledgling financial institutions were stable and secure enough to manage the influx of that much money. 

In fact, those officials said, now is the time for local Iraqi governments to take the lead in setting priorities for rebuilding out of the hands of foreign nations, and for Iraqi contractors to carry out virtually all of the work with local labor.

Some of those pleas were answered when Japan reached what the Iraqi planning minister, Barham Salih, said were the outlines of an agreement to provide $3.5 billion in low-interest loans for water, sewage, road and other projects. The World Bank also announced that it had offered Iraq up to $500 million in similar loans over the next two years.

Mr. Salih, whose ministry functions as a kind of switchyard for rebuilding funds, made it clear that he was disappointed in major portions of the American rebuilding program, which he said had failed to produce quick results despite the expenditure of about $9 billion, according to Pentagon figures.

After formulaic declarations by officials at the United Nations and the World Bank that the first day of the conference had been a success, Mr. Salih gave a blunter assessment.

"I want to hold judgment and claim success once we see these pledges turned into realities on the ground," Mr. Salih said, adding that the rebuilding effort had roughly six months to show results before Iraqis began giving up hope that it would ever improve their lives.

"This is the time to make the difference," he said. "It is now or it will be too late. Iraq's people have grown numb to many statements of support."

Staffan de Mistura, a United Nations representative at the gathering, held at a conference center next to the Dead Sea, agreed that "we are facing six crucial months" but argued that some programs had quietly been successful. For example, he said, water chlorination programs carried out by Iraqis have prevented major outbreaks of cholera amid the chaos of the insurgency.

"We cannot be, outside of this room, too loud about it, for reasons that you know," Mr. Mistura said, referring to the danger that any project faces in Iraq if it is understood to be directed or financed by foreigners.

That concession captured what often seemed to be a paradox of the meeting: although the Iraqis were trying to persuade other countries that Iraq was safe and secure enough to carry out rebuilding projects, the meeting took place in the safety of Jordan rather than in Baghdad.

Much of the conference focused on $1.1 billion already placed in trust funds for Iraqi reconstruction by a number of countries around the world, led by Japan, the European Union and Canada. Japan's contribution to those funds is the largest, about $350 million, said Michael Bell, chairman of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq, which oversees the money.

Most of the fund's money has already been committed to specific projects, and Iraqi officials have been saying for weeks that they hoped to reel in more pledges here. But while 59 countries registered for the meeting by an official count, actual attendance seemed sparse, and a number of those countries did not send representatives.

Before his formal speech, Mr. Salih addressed the issue on the minds of many in attendance and asked for a moment of silence for victims of a suicide bomber who killed 71 people on Saturday in the town of Musayyib, south of Baghdad. He asked that the moment also commemorate the victims of the London bombings last week.

Referring to the American rebuilding program, Mr. Salih said in prepared remarks that its "large-scale, capital-intensive" focus had been inevitable because of the crumbling infrastructure inherited from Saddam Hussein's government.

But he added, "It is now clear that that these megaprojects, though essential, have not succeeded in providing quickly enough for Iraqis' basic needs like electricity, water and sanitation."

American officials had little to say about the repeated criticism of their rebuilding programs. "We think this was a successful day," said one American official who asked not to be identified because he wanted attention to remain on the Iraqis.

Mr. Salih tried to ease a major concern of some potential donor countries by saying Iraq was making new efforts to root out corrupt officials in the government ranks.

Christiaan Poortman, a World Bank official, acknowledged those concerns. "At this point in time, the push is to get the money out," Mr. Poortman said. "Six months from now the talk will be about 'where did the money go?' "

He added, "And we are not going to get burned on this one." 

U.S. Rebuilding Effort in Iraq Is Criticized - Los Angeles Times

Source: Los Angeles Times, By T. Christian Miller, Date: July 19, 2005 

AQABA, Jordan -- Iraqi and international officials who gathered Monday to discuss reconstruction in Iraq said the $18.4 billion U.S.-led rebuilding program has failed to provide Iraqis with adequate power, water and sanitation more than two years after the invasion. 

Meeting at this Jordanian resort sandwiched between dry desert cliffs and the placid Red Sea, the officials announced $4 billion in loans from Japan and the World Bank to help speed reconstruction. 

But the conference also provided an opportunity for a sobering assessment of the effort to rebuild Iraq's infrastructure, which was shattered by years of neglect, sanctions and looting. Many officials expressed a belief that the Bush administration has bungled the reconstruction by sending billions to private corporations to tackle major infrastructure projects. 

``It is now clear that these mega-projects, though essential, have not succeeded in providing quickly enough for Iraqi's basic needs,'' said Barham Saleh, Iraq's minister of planning and development cooperation. ``Iraqis throughout the country remain dissatisfied.'' 

Even the State Department, in a little-noticed report earlier this month, acknowledged the necessity of ``adjusting (U.S.) support'' to improve the U.S. reconstruction plan. 

Despite more than $6 billion in U.S. spending so far and billions more in Iraqi funds, Iraq's electricity supply is far from meeting demand; oil production is below pre-war levels; and barely half of Iraqis report having access to safe, stable supplies of drinking water. 

Iraqi unemployment is estimated at between 25 percent and 50 percent; fuel and food subsidies have resulted in a significant budget deficit; U.S. and Iraqi audits have been unable to account for billions in spending; and at least three U.S. officials and scores of Iraqis, including two former government ministers, are facing corruption charges. 

In addition, more than 350 contractors working on reconstruction have been killed; scores have been kidnapped and the insurgency has targeted Iraqi civilians working with American firms. 

Saleh prefaced his remarks at the conference with a minute of silence for the more than 90 Iraqis killed in a suicide bombing Saturday in the town of Musayyib, south of Baghdad. He then asked the assembled representatives from dozens of countries to step up their pledges to help in Iraq's reconstruction. 

It was an unsettling juxtaposition that underscored the difficulty of trying to rebuild a country in the middle of a war. 

``Please get involved now,'' Saleh said. ``Iraq needs the full and active support of the international community.'' 

The international rebuilding effort is being funded through loans and grants from the World Bank, the United Nations and donor nations led by Japan. 

At Monday's conference, the World Bank announced final approval of $500 million in loans. Iraq, meanwhile, said it had ``agreed in principle'' to another $3.5 billion in loans from Japan. 

While couching criticism in diplomatic language, officials from the World Bank and the United Nations made it clear that the $13.5 billion international rebuilding effort would differ from the U.S. approach. 

The United States in early 2004 awarded contracts to a handful of U.S. multinational corporations such as Halliburton, Bechtel and Perini Corp. to undertake massive infrastructure projects such as building new power plants, hospitals and clinics and refurbishing water treatment facilities. 

But many of the contractors have had difficulty completing projects in the face of insurgent attacks, logistical difficulties and complicated U.S. contracting guidelines. At least one contractor, Contrack International, has pulled out, while Perini and Parsons Corp. have seen jobs taken away from them by contracting officials concerned about rising costs. 

The international officials said they would learn from the U.S. experience by relying more on Iraqi contractors. Besides being cheaper, Iraqi contractors often face fewer security concerns, said Michael Bell, a Canadian official overseeing part of the international reconstruction effort. 

Bell said about 2 percent of World Bank and U.N. project costs are for security. The U.S. estimate for security costs is 16 percent to 22 percent. 

``We can't afford to sit and wait,'' Bell said. ``There are rather urgent needs.'' 

International officials also said they would concentrate on smaller projects that would have an immediate impact, like chlorinating water to prevent cholera, distributing school books, and providing free vaccinations. 

``Of course, these projects are not enough given the needs,'' said Christiaan Poortman, the World Bank's vice president for the Middle East and North Africa. ``There is not yet enough progress felt on the ground.'' 

The international officials also said they were committed to working more closely with Iraqi officials, who have recently drawn up a 70-page list of projects. Especially in the early days of the reconstruction effort, Iraqis often complained that U.S. officials did not consult with them or with local communities. 

``The U.S. programs were big, and they themselves are learning that they have to do much more through the Iraqis,'' said Staffan de Mistura, the U.N. secretary-general's deputy special representative for Iraq. 

While not acknowledging any mistakes, U.S. officials at the meeting said they, too, were committed to using more local contractors with input from recently elected provincial councils. 
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http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L18479961.htm
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Iraq Criticizes Lack of Foreign Donations- The guardian
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Iraq Reconstruction Conference Ends Today - Radio Free Europe
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Iraq Tells World to Give Aid or Risk Insecurity -Radio Free Europe
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Iraq slams reconstruction donations shortfall – The Jerusalem Post
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http://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/Display_news.asp?section=World_News&subsection=Gulf%2C+Middle+East+%26+Africa&month=July2005&file=World_News2005072025511.xml
Donors pledge support for Iraq reconstruction efforts – The Jordan Times

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/homenews/homenews2.htm
Development strategy seen transforming Iraq into 'prosperous, market-oriented powerhouse' – The Jordan Times

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/economy/economy1.htm
International donors stress reconstruction in Iraq- IRNA
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