The following press statement was issued by the donor committee at the end of the meeting:

International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq

"From Commitment to Action"

Press Statement of the Chair of the Donor Committee

Doha, Qatar, 26 May 2004

1. The second Donor Committee Meeting of the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) was held today in Doha, on the invitation of the Government of Qatar. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Shigeru Nakamura, Ambassador of Japan in charge of reconstruction assistance to Iraq. 

2. Senior officials of the fifteen member countries of the Donor Committee attended with the United Nations, the World Bank and the chairman of the Iraq Strategic Review Board (ISRB), Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation, Dr. Mehdi al Hafedh present. Since the last session of the Donor Committee in Abu Dhabi, Italy joined as a full member (based on a contribution of  $10.0 million and above to IRFFI) and Finland was nominated to represent contributors of less than $10 million on the Donor Committee as one of the two rotating members. The membership of the Donor Committee was confirmed as follows: Australia, Canada, European Commission, Finland (rotating member), India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Kuwait, Norway, Qatar, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States. The Committee welcomed the firm commitment by the Government of Turkey to contribute $1.2 million to IRFFI – the 20th  donation and the strong interest of Iran to participate in the near future.

3. The meeting considered the provisional terms of reference for IRFFI internal governance and coordination structures and agreed to finalise at the next session of the Donor Committee in light of the changing circumstances. Reports were given on UNDG and World Bank project and programme development. 

4. The Committee reviewed the security situation in Iraq and confirmed its commitment to move forward in programme implementation in close cooperation with line ministries and the Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation.

5. The Second Donor Committee meeting acknowledged the strategic prioritization and coordination process worked out between the Fund Management and Iraqi authorities. IRFFI will focus its activities on the reestablishment of essential services (especially education and health), infrastructure rehabilitation, job creation, poverty reduction, governance, capacity building including support for the transitional authorities.  

6. Donors stressed the importance of moving ahead quickly with project implementation under coordination with Iraqi authorities.  They called on the Fund Management to provide: regular, concise updates on progress; to assume strategic direction for the Fund; to identify gaps for additional project work; and to avoid overlap between the funds.  On their part the donors agreed to avoid micromanagement. Those present agreed that the activities of the Fund Facility must be integrated into Iraq's overall development plan and programmes of assistance by other sources. 

7. The Donor Committee agreed that the Third Donor Committee Meeting would take place in Tokyo in autumn 2004, the exact date will be decided later. 
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